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Rome Free Academy Has Attractive New Building 
book 


room, 


The new Rome Free Academy opened its 
doors to the public on April 9th and 10th and 
to the three upper classes of high school pupils 
12th. Opening included 
addresses by President H. T. 
President Mary Sutton Whyte of the board of 
education, Mayor J. H. Carroll, Dr Avery W. 
Skinner and Daniel Chase of the State Depart- 
ment of Education. 

The building is a senior high school with a 
There are 13 standard 


special 


exercises 
Dyett and Vice 


on April 


capacity of 615 pupils. 
addition to 
vocational work, 
There is a library, 


classrooms in rooms for 


commercial work, music, art 


and mechanical drawing. 


store, a boys’ study room 


In the 
front entrance 


a cateteria, a 


and a girls’ study wing running 


directly back from the and not 


visible in the picture are a gymnasium with 
locker rooms on different levels for girls and boys 
and an auditorium without gallery 


brick with terra 


seating 933. 

The exterior is in soft gray 
cotta trim and is a remarkably pleasing modern 
and English Collegiate 
Marsh of 


adaptation of the Gothic 


types of architecture by Tooker and 
New York City. 
The building 
cost about $450,000 and the plot of five acres on 
which it stands was purchased for $25,000. 


when completely furnished will 
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Many Appropriations Made 
for New School Buildings 


Appropriations for new schools and additions 
to schools have been made in a number of com- 
munities during the summer. Among these are 
the following that have been reported: 

Cazenovia, $15,500 for the enlargement of 
the site on which later it is p'anned to erect 
new building 
Chelsea, $40,000 for 
Frankfort, $175,000 for new high school 
Glasco, $80,000 for site and new school 
Greenwood Lake, $45,000 for new school 
Hague, $50,000 for site and new high school 
Hermon, $70,000 for new high school 
Hoosick Falls, $215,000 for new high school 
Hudson Falls, $20,000 for the remodeling of 
building to be used as junior high school 

Huntington, $475,000 for additions to 
include 11 classrooms, 


« 


new school 


two 
schools, one addition to 
a gymnasium and an auditorium, the other to 
contain eight rooms 

Kenmore, $450,000 for a new school and im- 
provements to schools 

Marcellus, $80,000 for addition to school 

Modena, $10,000 for new school 

Monsey, $100,000 for new school 

North Tarrytown, $120,000 for addition to 
high school 

Oneida, $325,000 for new high school 

Rhinebeck, $90,000 for new building 

Rochester, $1,300,000 for new schools 

Savannah, $150,000 for new school and $5600 
for new site 

Sayville, $338,000 for new high school 

South Corning, $60,000 for new school and 
site 

Waverly, $6000 for site for new school 

Watervliet, $20,000 for site on which 
school will be built 

District 2, town of Kingsbury, Washington 
county, $4500 for new school 

District 3, town of Cheektowaga, Erie county, 
$55,000 for new school site of 6 acres 

District 13, town of Owego, Tioga county, 
$16,000 for new school and site 

District 1, Irondequoit, 
county, $225,000 for new school 


new 


town of Monroe 





o—— 

The will of the late Blanche H. Woodford, 
for nearly 50 years a teacher in the Jamestown 
public schools, contained a bequest of $1000 to 
the Jamestown board of education. 
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Interesting Program Planned 


for Superintendents’ Meeting 


An interesting program has been arranged 
for the School 
Superintendents which will be held at the Lake 
Placid Club on September 27th-29th. 


meeting of the Council of 


The gathering of city and village superin- 
tendents will begin with a dinner on _ the 
evening of September 27th at which 
Roland B. Woodward will 
The session on the morning of September 28th 
will center about the topic, “ The Improvement 
of Instruction.” Education 
Frank P. Graves will start the discussion with 
an address on “Improvement through State 
Inspection.” The rest of the morning program 
follows: “Improvement through Standards in 
Local Supervision,” by A. W. Miller, Scotia; 
“Improvement through Which 
Provides for Individual Differences,” by W. H. 
Holmes, Mount Vernon; “Improvement through 
Teacher Training in Service,” by Dr John W. 
Withers, New York University 
School of 


At the 


Regent 


give an address. 


Commissioner of 


Organization 


dean of the 
Education. 
session the 


afternoon program lists 


several “controversial questions” for discus- 
sion. “What Are the Implications of Equal 
Pay,” will be the subject of an address by 


Henry D. Hervey, Little Falls. Arvie Eldred 
of Troy will talk on “ What Should be Done 
with the Attendance Law?” Lewis A. Wilson, 
Director of the Vocational and Extension Edu- 
cation Division of the Department, will discuss 
“Are There Valid Objections to the Continu- 
ation School Program?” The proposal for a 
national department of education will be dis- 
cussed in the affirmative by James F. Taylor 
of Niagara Falls, and in the negative by Wilbur 
H. Lynch of Amsterdam. 

John A. DeCamp of Utica will be in charge 
of an informal program to be held that evening. 

The program for the morning of September 
29th follows: “ Early Morning Clinic in Super- 
intendology,” by Frank D. Ithaca ; 
“ Health Education,” by D. J. Kelly, Bingham- 
ton; “ Brains at the Top,” by John T. Nichol- 
son, district superintendent, New York City; 
“Keep the Council Fires Burning,” by E. L. 
Griffith, Glens Falls. 


Soynton, 


acieleniiinieit 
Constitution Day will be observed on Sep- 

tember 17th, the 139th anniversary of the sign- 

ing of the Constitution of the United States. 











a 


) occ 


BULLETIN TO 


PME SCHOOLS 3 


‘*The Teacher” Is Theme of 62d Convocation 


The 62d Convocation of The University of 
the State of New York, which will be held on 
the evening of October 28th and the morning 
and afternoon of October 29th, will center 
around the general theme of “ The Teacher.” 
The program has been largely shaped by a 
committee of schoolmen representing the edu- 
cational organizations of the State, with George 
H. Covey, president of the New York State 
Teachers Association, serving as head of the 
group and as vice chairman of the Convocation. 

The number of sessions has been reduced 
from five to three. All will be held in Chan- 
cellors Hall of the Education Building. 

Among those who will address the Convoca- 
tion are Dr Harry Emerson Fosdick, whose 
“The Inspiring Power of the 
Professor William C. 
Columbia University, on 
Selection of the 
Teacher”; Superintendent of Frank 
W. Ballou of Washington, D. C., on “ The 
Improvement of Teachers in Service”; Presi- 
dent Mary Woolley of Mount Holyoke College, 
on “ Teaching as a Profession.” 

Honorable John G. Sargent, Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, will preside at the 
upon a 


subject is 
Teacher ” ; 
Teachers 


“ The 


Bagley oi 
College, 
Training and_ the 
Schools 


session when degrees are conferred 
justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States and upon a distinguished judge of our 
judges of the Court of 
robes are to be on the 


own State. The 
Appeals in their 
platform. 

For the first time in the history of the Con- 
vocation an honorary doctor’s degree will be 
conferred upon two prominent teachers of the 
State, one a man and the other a woman. The 
“Half Century Club,” composed of teachers 
who have served the State for 50 years or 
more will be seated on the platform. Dr 
Charles F. Wheelock, formerly Assistant Com- 
missioner for Secondary Education, and Dr 
Henry P. Emerson, formerly superintendent of 
schools at Buffalo, will assist in presenting 
candidates cf the honorary degrees. 

Another feature will be the presentation of 
the Yale University Press Film Service screen 
representation of the life and work of Alex- 
ander Hamilton. This will be accompanied by 
a lecture on the subject by Dr Dixon Ryan 
Fox, professor of history in Columbia Uni- 
versity. 


Music will be furnished by the high school 
orchestras of Albany, Schenectady and Troy 
and by the girls’ chorus of the New York Stat 
College for Teachers 

In announcing the plans for the Convocatior 
Commissioner Frank P. Graves issued the fol 


lowing invitation to teachers and_ school 
officials : 

As this is the one time in the year when the 
Board of Regents and the State Department 
have the privilege of acting as hosts to the 
teachers and school officials of the State, it is 
hoped that we shall have as our guests as matiy 
of the educational people as our commodious 
auditorium can possibly contain. We especially 
wish that the teachers shall feel that the Con 
vocation is not only a place to discuss im- 
portant problems in education, but is an 
occasion upon which those directly connected 
with the State Department and those directing 
and performing the real practical work in the 
schools of the State may meet and come to 
know each other and understand their mutual 
problems better. 


oO 


John B. Laidlaw Dies 
Suddenly in Gouverneur 


resigned in 1924 as 
Niagara Falls schools, 
Fail- 


or his 


Laidlaw, wh« 


John B 
superintendent of th 
died suddenly in Gouverneur on June 3d 


g health had been the 


reason 


iW 


resignation. 

Mr Laidlaw went to Niagara Falls in 1910 
from Gouverneur where he was principal and 
superintendent for four years. He was prin- 
cipal of the Niagara Falls High School until 
1914 when he served for a year as city manager. 
In 1916 he was 
during his eight years of 
of that city made rapid progress. 

In a resolution of sorrow at his death, the 
Niagara Falls board of education expressed its 
“the able and conscientious 
Laidlaw put 
Niagara Falls, the 


elected superintendent and 


service the schools 


appreciation of 
effort Doctor 
behalf of the schools of 
success of which in no small measure we feel 
to be due to his unusual ability, energy and 
thorough understanding of the art and practice 
Calling attention to the fact 


which forth in 


of pedagogy.” 
that he taxed his physical 
utmost to bring the schools to the highest pos- 
sible point of efficiency, the board stated that 
“the schools of Niagara Falls will ever be a 


durable monument to his memory.” « 


resources to the 
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Commissioner is Guest at Erie County Field Day 


The thirteenth annual field day for the schools 
of the third supervisory district of Erie county 
was held on May 21st at East Aurora under 
the direction of District Superintendent William 
Commissioner of Education Frank 
P. Snyder, Chief of the 
the Department, 


E. Pierce. 
P. Graves and Ray 
Rural Education Bureau of 


guests. 


among the 


were 





Pupils Neither Absent Nor Tardy for Five 
or More 


_ Left to right, Berton Reumann, 
Sterling Hiles, Myra Thur, Lavinia Adams 


missioner Graves and Superintendent Pierce are in 
J } . 


} ears 


— 
4 neodore 





the ack row. 

Events included a spelling contest, a parade 
in which school trustees, superintendents, teach- 
ers and pupils participated, drills, demonstra- 
tions, track and field contests. District 5, town 
of Wales, won the silver loving cup point trophy 
Hamburg High School won 
high 


for rural schools. 
the silver loving cup relay trophy for 
schools and the bronze statuette point trophy 





Spelling Contest Winners 
Left to right, front row, Bonita Bondel rw, 


Shir- 
ley Delafield, Adell Schuller, Virginia Kerr, Alice 
Lenore Hunt, Ann Will. In the back row are 
George E. Merrill, who presided at the contest, 
Commissioner Graves and Superintendent Pierce. 


for high schools. District 8, town of Elma, 
won the silver loving cup baseball trophy for 
rural schools 

Commissioner Graves addressed the teachers 
and pupils at the field day and on the previous 
evening discussed rural school problems before 


the trustees of the district. 


Regent Alexander Speaks 
at Opening of Paris School 


Regent Charles B. Alexander was one of the 
speakers at the opening on July 13th in Paris 
of the first annual Summer School of Fine 
Arts of New York University held in conjunc- 
tion with the French ministry of fine arts. The 
exercises were presided over by Marshall Joffre 


and were held in the Louvre Museum. 

Other speakers were Brigadier Genera! 
Charles H. Sherrill, a member of the council 
of New York University, who had charge of 


the courses; Ambassador Myron T. Herrick, 
M. Berenger, French ambassador to the United 
States; and M. Verne, a director of the Louvre. 

The school was limited to 100 students, many 


of them prize winners in American universities. 


It continued until late in August and will be 
made a part of the curriculum of the New 
York University School of Fine Arts. 


oO 


Superintendency Districts 
Formed in Eight Villages 


Superintendency districts have been estab- 
lished in the villages of Elmira Heights, Canas- 
tota, LaSalle, Oyster Sloan, Woodmere 
and Westbury as the result of enumerations of 


The superintendents are: 


say, 


their inhabitants. 


Elmira Heights............. John E. Demorest 
SR Big caulauamentane’ Glen F. Bogardus 
ee ae ee E. Ettine Beare 
oS eee Burtis E. Whittaker 
Re atrut D acme t ah natn ekienin J. E. Wilson 
Oe Earl W. Bennett 
NN i nas icseee cme Jerome M. Fitzpatrick 








Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
gave the address at the dedication of the new 
gymnasium and stock building at the State 
School of Agriculture at Cobleskill on June 


18th. 
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Heads of Departments Appointed by Regents 


Changes in the positions of Deputy Commis- 
Edu- 


3oard of Regents at 


sioner and Assistant Commissioners of 
cation were made by the 
the meeting in New York City on June 24th. 
The appointments made are as follows: 

Dr Augustus S. 
Assistant Commissioner for Higher and Pro- 


Downing, who has been 


fessional Education, was named Deputy Com- 
missioner. He succeeds Dr Frank B. Gilbert 
Commissioner and 


who resigned as Deputy 


Counsel. The appointment of Ernest E. Cole 
as Counsel has previously been announced. 

Dr James Sullivan, who has been Assistant 
Commissioner for Secondary Education, be- 
came Assistant Commissioner for Higher and 
Professional Education. 

Dr George M. Wiley, who has been Assistant 
Education, be- 


Commissioner for Elementary 


came Assistant Commissioner for Secondary 
Education. 


Dr J. 


fessor of school administration at Ohio State 


Cayce Morrison, who has been pro- 


University and was formerly connected with 
the State Department of 


Assistant Commissioner for Elementary Edu- 


Education, became 


cation. 

For more than half a century, since his 
graduation in 1874 from Pennsylvania College 
at Gettysburg, Doctor Downing has served in 
the educational field, first as a teacher in Wayne 
and Monroe counties of this State and in 
Newark, N. J.; then as institute conductor 
from 1890 to 1894; as supervisor of teachers 
institutes and training classes from 1894 to 
1898; as New York City 
Training Class for Teachers, which he organ- 
ized, from 1898 to 1904; and as Third Assis- 
tant Commissioner of Education in charge of 


principal of the 


elementary education in the State from 1904 
to 1908. Since 1908 he has been Assistant 
Commissioner for Higher Education and Direc- 
tor of Professional Education. 

During his service as Third Assistant Com- 
missioner and on his recommendation, high 
school graduation was made the standard for 
admission to the normal schools and the normal 
school courses of study were changed from 
academic to strictly professional courses; re- 
quirements for the licensing of teachers were 
completely revised; a syllabus for elementary 
schools was prepared; the scope of the work in 
teachers training classes and training schools 
was enlarged; and the whole system of elemen- 


tary education was coordinated and systema- 
tized. 

As Assistant Commissioner for Higher Edu- 
cation and Director of Professional Education, 
Doctor Downing has had charge of all matters 
relating to universities and colleges, professional 
and technical schools and of the administration 
relate to the 


of the various statutes which 


practice of these professions. He has been an 


outstanding figure in promoting advanced 
standards in professional education and more 
thorough training for the practice of the pro- 
fessions. During his administration there have 
been laws enacted professionalizing pharmacy, 
shorthand architecture, 
nursing and engineering, and at the 1926 session 
Practice Act 


I 


reporting, chiropody, 


ot the Legislature the Medical 


was amended to require annual registration « 
physicians, thus providing a safeguard for the 
public against illegal practitioners. 

Doctor Downing holds the following degrees: 
A.B. and A.M. 
LL.D. from Syracuse 
berg College; L.H.D 
Pd.D. trom the New 


College for Teachers. 


from Pennsylvania College; 
University and Muhlen- 
from Pennsylvania Col- 
lege; and York State 
Association of Col- 
York, honorary 


He is secretary of the 
State of New 


member of the Dental Faculties Association of 


leges in the 


American Universities, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Selection of Rhodes Scholars from 
New York State, National 
Education Association, of the National Council 
Kappa. He 

York City 


member of the 


of Education and of Phi Beta 
belongs to the City Club of New 
and the University Club of Albany. 

Dr James Sullivan has been connected with 
the State Department of Education since 1916 
when he was appointed Director of the Archives 
and History Division and State Historian. In 
July 1923 he was appointed Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Secondary Education to succeed Dr 
Charles F. Wheelock. 

As Assistant 
Education he has had general supervision of 


Commissioner for Secondary 
secondary education, including matters relating 
to academies, academic departments, academic 
schools, high schools and the training of teach- 
ers for such schools and departments. During 
his administration syllabuses in a number of 
secondary school subjects have been revised, a 
new method of granting college entrance 
diplomas has been put into effect, summer high 
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schools have been organized and a_ general 
raising of the standards of high schools and 
academies has been promoted. 

Doctor Sullivan was graduated from Harvard 
University in 1894 and received from the same 
university the degree of A.M. in 1895 and of 
Ph.D. in 1898. He was a student at the Ecole 
des Chartes, Paris, 1895-96 and at the Univer- 
sity of Berlin, 1896-97. He also studied at 
Oxford, Munich, Vienna and Rome. On his 
return from Europe he was an instructor in 
history and government at Harvard in 1897-99. 
From 1899 to 1916 he was connected with the 
school system of New York City, as teacher 
of history in the DeWitt Clinton High School, 
as principal of the annex of the High School 
of Commerce and also head of the department 
of history and civics in that school, and as 
principal ot Boys High School, Brooklyn. 
While in New York City he was lecturer at 
regular and summer sessions of several col- 
leges. During the war he was home director 
of the Y. M. C. A. Educational Commission 
for the American Expeditionary Forces. 

He is a member of the American Historical 
Association, American Political Science Asso- 
cation and various educational associations. He 
is a member of the Harvard and Century clubs 
in New York City and of the University and 
Country clubs in Albany. 

Doctor Sullivan is the author of An Elemen- 
tary History of England; the Government of 
New York State; and he has edited Washing- 
ton’s and Webster’s Addresses, and American 
Democracy, Washington to Wilson. He has 
made frequent contributions to historical re- 
views, proceedings of learned societies, the 
Encyclopedia Americana, the Encyclopedia of 
Education and the Encyclopedia of American 
Government. 

Dr George M. Wiley has been connected with 
the State Department of Education since 1908 
when he became an inspector of schools. He 
was Chief of the Administration Division, 
1910-17; Director of the Examinations and 
Inspections Division, 1917-19; and has been 
Assistant Commissioner for Elementary Edu- 
cation since 1919. 

As Assistant Commissioner for Elementary 
Education he has had general supervision of 
all schools below the academic grade and of 
the training of teachers therefor. He has also 
had charge of normal schools, teachers training 
schools and classes, district superintendents, and 


supervision of the following Department 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Bureaus: Educational Measurements, Teacher 
Training and Certification, Rural Education, 
Physical Education, and Medical Inspection. 
For his able administration of these activities 
Doctor Wiley has won general commendation. 
He has particularly stressed the raising of the 
professional qualifications of teachers and has 
been instrumental in the development of new 
courses of study for the elementary schools. 
He has directed surveys of the school systems 
of Utica, Binghamton, Niagara Falls, Elmira, 
Amsterdam, Lockport and Schenectady. 

His experience in educational work prior to 
his connection with the State Department of 
Education included teaching, supervision and 
administration in Washington county; assistant 
principal, St Johnsville High School; principal, 
Palatine Bridge High School, East Aurora 
High School, Dunkirk High School; superin- 
tendent of schools, Dunkirk. 

Doctor Wiley is a member of the New York 
State Teachers Association and the National 
Education Association. He is president of the 
Albany Rotary Club, and is a member of the 
Sons of the Revolution, the Burns Club and 
the University Club of Albany. 

He holds the following degrees: A.B. from 
Union College, 1899; A.M., Union College, 
1903; Pd.D., State College for Teachers, 1920; 
LL.D., Syracuse University, 1920. 

Dr J. Cayce Morrison was formerly con- 
nected with the State Department of Educa- 
tion. From 1920 to 1923 he was specialist in 
educational measurements for the Department, 
organizing this branch of work and doing 
pioneer service in this field throughout the 
State. He is widely known as a successful 
teacher, a scientific and constructive worker, a 
vigorous thinker and forceful writer. 

He is a graduate of Valparaiso University 
and continued his studies at Teachers College, 
Columbia University, receiving his master’s 
degree in 1916 and his Ph.D. degree in 1922. 
His educational experience includes teaching 
in a one-room school in Fayette county, Illinois, 
three years; principal of high school at 
Morocco, Indiana, 1909-11; supervising prin- 
cipal, Ramsey, IIl., 1912-14; supervising prin- 
cipal, public schools of Chatham and Leonia, 
N. J., 1915-19; supervisor of practice teaching, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 1917- 
19; instructor, New Jersey State Summer 
School for Teachers, summers of 1917 and 
1918; assistant in supervision, Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, summer sessions of 
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1919 and 1920; specialist in educational meas- 
urements, New York State Department of 
Education, 1920-23; instructor, New York 
State College for Teachers, summer sessions 
of 1921 and 1922; professor of school adminis- 
tration, Ohio State University, 1923-26. He 
was appointed Assistant Commissioner for 
Elementary Education on July 1, 1926, return- 
ing to the State where he did pioneer service 
in the field of educational measurements. 
Doctor Morrison holds membership in the 
National 


Research 


following educational associations: 
Education Association, Educational 
Association, Department of Superintendence of 
the National Education Association, National 
Society for the Study of Education, American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. 

He has been special investigator for the 
Ohio joint legislative committee on economy 
and taxation and chairman of the committee 
for the reorganization of statewide budgeting 
and accounting systems of Ohio. He is a 
member of the National Education Association 
committee on standards and training for the 
elementary school principalship. 

Doctor Morrison is the author of The Legal 
Status of the City Superintendent, of several 
monographs, and is a contributor to educational 
magazines. 


New Superintendents Named 
in 25 Supervisory Districts 
Postponed elections have added two new dis- 
trict superintendents of schools to the 23 re- 
ported in the May 15th Bulletin to the Schools. 
The complete list of mew superintendents 


follows: 


County and Dist Name Address 
Cattaraugus, 4 Elsie E. Babcock Cattaraugus 
Cattaraugus, 5 Archie Harkness Randolph 
Chautauqua, 6 Clarence E. Smith Cassadaga 
Chemung, 1 Eleanor Burdge Elmira 
Chemung, 2 Mrs M. C. McWhorter Pine City 
Chenango, 1 Bertha Newton Norwich 
Clinton, 4 C, B. Murray Plattsburg 
Cortland, 2 Mrs Ruth C. Rathbun Cincinnatus 
Cortland, 3 Claude D. Carter Marathon 


Rhinebeck 
Springwater 
Camden 
Warwick 
Medina 


William R. Tremper 

S. R. Miller 

Charles Van Nort 

Clifford L. Haight 

Orleans, 1 Luella Hoyer 

Otsego, 3 Naomi Burch Hartwick 

Otsego, 5 George G. Preston So. New Berlin 

Rersselaer, 1 Lillian E. Flower R. D. 2, Troy 

Saratoga, 3 Oliver W. Winch 22 Marion av., 
So. Glens Falls 

William D. Aker Cobleskill 

Jesse L. Walthart Ovid 

Mrs Charlotte Moore Hammondsport 

Frank L. Miller Lyons 

Mrs Harriet M. Patch Palmyra 

Victor Blom Varysburg 

H, J. Harrison Castile 


Dutchess, 4 
Livingston, 2 
Oneida, 6 
Orange, 2 


Schoharie, 3 
Seneca, 1 
Steuben, 7 
Wayne, 1 
Wayne, 3 

W yoming, 2 
Wyoming, 3 
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Former Schenectady 
Superintendent Dies 
FE. R. Whitney, who because of ill health 
resigned last December as superintendent of the 
Schenectady public schools after 17 years’ ser- 
vice in that city, died on August 10th. 





Superintendent E, R. Whitney 


Mr Whitney was born December 3, 1865. He 
was graduated from Hamilton College and 
taught for a year, later taking postgraduate 
university courses. For 18 years he was con- 
nected with the Binghamton Central High 
School, as head of the science department, vice 
principal and principal. He served 10 years as 
principal of the Schenectady High School and 
seven years as superintendent. His record of 
accomplishment in Schenectady gained him local 
and statewide respect. 


ae 

A recent Associated Press dispatch states 
that Keuka College has grown more than 500 
per cent in five years, having increased from 
40 students in 1921 to a registration of 208 in 
1925-26. 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Department of Education 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918, 


SEPTEMBER 15, 1926 


Commissioner’s Greeting 
New York City, August 7, 1926 
To the Teachers of the State of New York 
Dear Frienps: 
will be opening again and we shall be returning 


Within a month the schools 
to the classroom and office. Just at present I 
find myself comfortably ensconced in a room 
on the eighth floor of Livingston Hall, one of 
During the 


Columbia’s dormitories for men. 
greater part of the month I have been engaged 
in visiting various classes in education conducted 
at Teachers College 
latest ideas on this subject. 
both a professor and a trustee here upon differ- 


and in discovering the 


After having been 


ent occasions, I am temporarily able to revert 
almost to the free and untrammeled position of 
a student. This pursuit of knowledge has now 
and then been interrupted by excursions, lecture 
tours, and business trips, but in the main | 
have been almost as faithful in my attendance 
upen certain courses as if I had paid the regular 
fees and were expecting to receive scholastic 
credit. 

Scarcely a day has passed that I have not 
been newly impressed with the advances that 
are being made in our mutual profession. Only 
last summer I was teaching educational admin- 
istration and posed more or less as an author- 
ity, but, within the short space of a year, while 
the practical affairs relating to education in 
our great State have been pressing upon me, 


the whole field of educational progress has 
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The evi- 


practice, experi- 


been developing by leaps and bounds. 


successful 


dences of recent 
mentation and research are all about us here, 
and much of the bibliography referred to by 
lecturers has just been published or is not even 
yet out of press. 

All of this reminds one of how small a part 
of our educational equipment after all can be 
furnished by even the best of normal schools 
and colleges. When our diploma has been 
honored by a teacher’s license, we have but just 
hegun, and the real training is all before us. 
All improvement and growth worth while must 
come through constant study and advanced work 
after we have entered the field and have begun 
to define our problems and needs. The teacher 


who lets year after year slip by without pro- 
fessional reading and study or attending courses 
anywhere is as surely doomed to fall behind in 
the race as would a physician in his profession 
under similar circumstances. We no longer 
trust the care of 
unprogressive and the time is now close at hand 


when we will not trust our children to a teacher 


our children to a doctor so 


of this sort. 

Under these circumstances, it has been most 
many New York teachers 
here and to that throngs of others are 
in attendance at a variety of higher institutions. 
would take 


find so 
learn 


cheering to 


I can only wish that many more 


advantage of these opportunities. 
found it of the 


Superinten- 


dents and school boards have 
greatest importance to the welfare of the schools 
to encourage teachers to secure additional train- 
ing in the summer, and faculties are more and 
more coming to see that their summer courses 
are specially adapted to the needs and ambitions 
of the teacher in service. With two or three 
months of vacation time, it is generally possible 
for a teacher, by the exercise of a little effort, 
to spend a few weeks in summer school, and 


Nor 


yet find some time for rest and recreation. 
other 


need one go every year, or even every 
year, to obtain 
and keep abreast of the times in our profession. 


May those of you who renewed and increased 


some intellectual refreshment 


your intellectual strength and vision this year 
find yourselves profited professionally and ma- 
terially, and may the others come to seek these 
privileges upon subsequent occasions! 
With fraternal greetings and cordial wishes 
for a successful year, I remain 
Very sincerely your friend and coworker 


FRANK PIERREPONT GRAVES 
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Dr Charles W. Elliot, Beloved Educator, Is Dead 





Charles William Eliot 


The death on August 22d of Dr Charles 
William Eliot, president emeritus of Harvard 
University, removed one of the little company 
of distinguished men on whom The University 
of the State of New York has conferred the 
honorary degree of doctor of laws. The degree 
was conferred at the University Convocation 
on October 17, 1924, through his grandson, 
Charles W. Eliot 2d, since the aged educator 
was unable to be present. 

In conferring the degree on Doctor Eliot, 
whose 92 years were filled with service to the 
intellectual life of the Nation, Commissioner 
Frank P. Graves said: 

Among the jostling multitudes on Life’s high- 
way, appears here and there one who, early 
seeing a vision pauses to make it a reality, 
and then serenely walks toward the horizon, 
whose sky is already brilliant with the gorgeous 
glow of its achievement. Such a man is 
Charles William Eliot, whose honored name 
you bear. Blessed with a vision of enlarged 
and creative scholarship and the courage and 
ability to achieve it, he has advanced profes- 
sional standards, promulgated principles of 
responsible intellectual freedom, and enriched 
our conception of liberal education. Out of 
the restrictive traditions of a narrow New 


England college, he has led the way to the 
modern American university, democratic in 
spirit, vigorous in research, and big in re 
sources. Always a champion of integrity in 
thought and deed, he retired after 40 years’ 
service as president of Harvard University, to 
become a still more potent force in those move 
ments looking toward the uplift and freedom 
of mankind. 

And so upon Charles William Eliot, dean of 
American educators, guide, philosopher, and 
friend to unnumbered thousands, leader of 
enlightened public opinion, honored at home 
and abroad, but greater in himself than any 
title or foreign decoration bestowed upon him, 
the Board of Regents bestow the highest token 
of The University of the State of New York 
—the honorary degree of doctor of laws and 
have delegated me as President to deliver 
through you, his grandson, this diploma and 
this hood as visible symbols of our affection 
and esteem for the greatest living American 
educator. 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


Council of Superintendents, Lake Placid Club, 
September 27th-29th 

Associated School Boards and Trustees, Ithaca, 
October 4th and 5th 

University Convocation, Albany, October 28th 
and 29th 

New York State Teachers Association, northern 
section, Potsdam, October 7th and 8th; west- 
ern section, Buffalo, November 4th and 5th; 
central western section, Rochester, November 
4th and 5th; central section, Utica, October 
2lst and 22d; eastern section, Albany, Octo- 
ber 21st and 22d; southern section, Bingham- 
ton, November 18th and 19th; southeastern, 
section, New York, October 14th and 15th; 
house of delegates, Syracuse, November 22d 
and 23d 

State Association of District Superintendents, 
Syracuse, December Ist—3d 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De- 
cember 27th—29th 

Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A. 
Dallas, Texas, February 27th-March 3d 

Teachers’ conferences: Essex county, Lake 
Placid, September 29th, 30th and October Ist; 
first and third districts of Columbia county, 
Hudson, October 8th 





Oo--—— 
Six new schools were opened for use at the 
beginning of the new term in Buffalo. 
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Several Changes Made in Department Staff 


A number of changes in the Department staff 
announced during the summer. 


changes are the appointments of 


been 
Among the 
Burton D. McCormick as Supervisor in the 
Examinations and Inspections Division; Joseph 
Endres as Chief of the newly established Crip- 
pled Children’s Marion S. Van 
Liew as Supervisor of Home Economics. The 
been an- 


have 


3ureau; and 


have also 
Gray, 
Gould, Supervisor 


resignations 
nounced: Eleanor A. 
Special Classes; Beulah L. 
of School Nurses; Edna G. Moore, Library 
Organizer for the Library Extension Division, 
and Daniel Chase, Chief of the Physical Educa- 
tion Bureau. 

Mr McCormick 
from Tupper Lake where he has been superin- 
He is a graduate of St 


following 
Supervisor of 


comes to the Department 
tendent of schools. 
Lawrence University and received the degree 
of doctor of pedagogy in 1919 from Temple 
Philadelphia, Pa. His teaching 
following positions: 
supervising principal of the Tupper Lake 
schools from 1902 to 1911 and at Griffith Insti- 
tute, Springville, from 1911 to 1920; superin- 


University, 


experience includes the 


tendent of schools at Tupper Lake from 1922 
to 1926. The high esteem in which he is held 
is attested by his election in 1919 as president 
of the Associated Academic Principals and in 
1925 as president of the northern zone of the 
New York State Teachers Association. 

Mr Endres, who has charge of the Crippled 
Children’s Bureau, has been local agent in 
Syracuse for the Rehabilitation Bureau of the 
Department, with which Bureau he has been 
connected since July 1921. Prior to that time 
he had teaching experience in Elizabeth, N. J., 
and Syracuse, N. Y. He formerly was con- 
nected with the Military Training Commission 
and saw service in the Army during the World 
War. 

Miss Van Liew held the position of 
visor of Home Economics Education in the 
Division of Vocational and Extension Educa- 
tion for one year in 1920-21, returning to it 
at this time after five years spent in Glenoma, 
Washington, where she was homemaker for 
her family, caretaker for her invalid mother, 
and teacher and principal in the consolidated 
rural school of the community. 

Miss Van Liew received her early training 
in home economics at the Kansas Agricultural 
College, Manhattan, Kans., and at Pratt Insti- 


Super- 


In 1912 she received a bachelor 
Columbia University, 


tute, Brooklyn. 
of science degree at 
where later graduate work was done. 

She has held the position of instructor and 
assistant professor of home economics in the 
Oregon Agricultural College and for 
and a half years was head of department and 
professor of home economics at the New York 
State College for Teachers. 

The resignations of Miss Gray, Miss Gould, 
Miss Moore Mr Chase take from the 
Department persons whose service to the ed- 
ucational interests of the State has been of a 


seven 


and 


high order. 

Coming to the Department in 1918 when she 
was given charge of organizing and supervising 
special classes under the provisions of a new 
law, Miss Gray has worked faithfully in serv- 
needs of communities, teachers and 
pupils. Under her administration the number 
of such classes has greatly increased and the 
State’s service to the mentally retarded pupils 
She is leaving the De- 


ing the 


has greatly improved. 
partment for a deserved rest. 

Miss Gould resigns from the Department to 
accept a position as assistant advisor in 
nursing education to the Siamese government, 
to which position she was recommended by the 
Rockefeller foundation. During her two years 
in the Department she has increased the effi- 
ciency of the school nursing service. 

Miss Moore has served for two years in the 
Division of Library Extension as senior library 
organizer. Miss Moore has made her influence 
especially felt in the work propaganda 
for county libraries, in committee work of the 
New York Library Association and in the 
work of library institutes. She goes to fill the 
position of head librarian of the Duluth ( Wis.) 
Public Library. 

Mr Chase resigned as Chief of the Physical 
Education Bureau to accept the position of 
executive secretary of the Sportsmanship 
Brotherhood, with headquarters in New York 
City. He came to the Department in July 1919 
and has given helpful service in the field of 
physical education, it having been his aim not 
only to develop physical efficiency in the pupils 
of the State, but to foster the ideals of good 
sportsmanship. He has been president of the 
New York State High School Athletic Asso- 
ciation, which organized and conducted tourna- 
ments in various sports. 


and 








es 
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Seven Cities and Villages Have New Superintendents 


New superintendents of schools have been 
named in seven cities and villages. Those 
reported to the Department are: 


Former Present 

Place Superintendent Superintendent 
Geneva A. J. Merrell W. Lynn Houseman 
Schenectady E. R. Whitney A. J. Stoddard 
Bronxville A. J. Stoddard Willard W. Beatty 
Fredonia William B. Blaisdell Claude R. Dye 
Massena F, W. Bartlett A. W. Fortune 
Tupper Lake B.D, McCormick Robert E. Minnich 
Wellsville Howard J. Steere George F. Jammer 


At Geneva, W. Lynn Houseman, formerly 
principal of the White Plains High School, 
succeeds A. J. Merrell who retires after 35 
years’ service in the public schools of the State. 
Mr Houseman has been at White Plains since 
1914, going there from Hope, N. D., to become 
instructor in science and athletics. He was 
appointed principal of the Court Street School 
in 1915 and principal of the high school in 1917. 
He is a graduate of Colgate University from 
which he received the degree of bachelor of 
science. He received his master’s degree from 
Teachers College, Columbia University. He is 
particularly interested in science and was a 
member of the committee that prepared the 
state syllabus in general science. 

Mr Merrell has been superintendent at 
Geneva since 1913 and has built up the Geneva 
system, the crowning achievement being the 
erection of a new high school. He was for- 
merly connected with the schools at Little Falls 
and with the State Department of Education. 

The appointment of A. J. Stoddard, former 
superintendent at Bronxville, as superintendent 
at Schenectady was reported in the May Ist 
issue of the Bulletin. His successor at Bronx- 
ville is Willard W. Beatty. 

Mr Beatty received the degree of bachelor of 
science in 1913 and the degree of master of arts 
in 1922, both from the University of California. 
He has specialized in individual instruction, 
having spent five years at State Teachers Col- 
lege, San Francisco, two years in private schools 
in San Francisco, and four years as principal 
of the junior high school and as assistant sup- 
erintendent of schools at Winnetka, Ill. He 
has also taught three summers at the School 
of Education, Northwestern University, and one 
summer at the School of Education, University 
of Chicago. At present he is completing the 
requirements for a doctorate of philosophy at 
the University of Chicago. 


Claude R. Dye, who succeeds W. B. Blaisdell 
as superintendent at Fredonia, has been prin- 
cipal of the Fredonia High School for the past 
two years. Prior to his engagement at Fre- 
donia he was principal of the Franklinville 
schools for several years. 

Mr Blaisdell, the retiring superintendent, 
started his career in the Fredonia schools more 
than 20 years ago when the village had but 
one school. Now the system consists of a 
modern high school and three grade schools. 

A. W. Fortune, formerly superintendent at 
Salamanca, who for the past several years has 
been connected with the Macmillan Company, 
is returning to superintendency work at Mas- 
sena. He is a graduate of St Lawrence Uni- 
versity and taught first at Ogdensburg, later 
going to Salamanca where he was principal of 
the high school for four years and superin- 
tendent eight years. 

At Tupper Lake the position left vacant when 
B. D. McCormick accepted a position with the 
State Department of Education, has been filled 
by the appointment of Robert Minnich, who 
has been supervising principal at Fort Plain. 
He is a graduate of Dickinson College and 
received his master’s degree at Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

George F. Jammer, who is superintendent at 
Wellsville, has been principal of the high school 
there for several years. 

— 


Union College Honors 
Dr Frank P. Graves 


The honorary degree of doctor of laws was 
conferred on Dr Frank P. Graves, President of 
The University of the State of New York and 
State Commissioner of Education, at the com- 
mencement exercises of Union College on 
June 14th. 

Doctor Graves has previously received the 
degree of doctor of laws from Hanover, Ober- 
lin and Hamilton colleges. He holds the 
honorary doctorate in letters (Litt.D.) from 
Heidelberg University (Ohio) and the Univer- 
sity of Rochester and the doctorate in humane 
letters (L.H.D.) from Tufts College and Col- 
gate University. He has earned the degree of 
doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) twice, once in 
Greek and once in education, and he holds the 
doctor’s diploma in education from Columbia 
University. 
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Spring Valley Boys Work 
on School Athletic Field 


Laying out the track for the new athletic 
field of the Spring Valley High School was 
done by boys of the school under the supervision 
of the physical education director. Through 
their labor, enthusiastically given, the track was 
constructed at a considerable saving to the 


district. 





Pupils Excavating for School Track 


Superintendent of Schools G. P. Rego points 
out that this is another evidence of the spirit 
of cooperation with the schools so manifest in 
Spring Valley. In the past four years the 
taxpayers have appropriated nearly $400,000 
in addition to the regular budgets; the parent- 
teacher association has raised and expended for 
the schools more than $3000; the teachers have 
given to the district a grand piano valued at 
$1850; the general organization of the school 
has raised and given more than $1000 for the 
improvement of the athletic field; and various 
organizations and individuals have made gifts, 
including labor and material for the new field. 


——9————— 


State College Honors Two 
New York State Educators 


Honorary degrees of doctor of pedagogy 
were conferred upon Eliza Kellas, president of 
Russell Sage College, and Lawrence H. van 
den Berg, principal of the New Paltz State 
Normal School, at the commencement of the 
New York State College for Teachers on June 
21st. Dr John J. Tigert, United States Com- 


missioner of Education, gave the commence- 


ment address. 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Superintendents Urged 
To Improve Rural Schools 


Pointing out the service that district super- 
intendents can render in improving school 
facilities, Commissioner of Education Frank P. 
Graves wrote the superintendents at the begin- 
ning of a new term of office on August Ist, 
in part as follows: 

The office of district superintendent is a 
responsible one. Your work covers the whole 
field of education, professional, administrative, 
and executive. It is probable that no other 
school position presents a greater variety of 
perplexing problems or more important ones. 

Rural boys and girls generally do not have 
as favorable opportunities as do urban pupils, 
and I am sure it will be your ambition, as it 
is mine, to improve their school facilities. 
Recent legislation will relieve the heavy tax 
burden in many rural sections and should help 
materially in encouraging the improvement of 
school opportunity. The Central Rural School 
Law opens the way for rural people to provide 
both elementary and high school education for 
their children at reasonable expense and in 
many instances with lower tax rates than they 
have been paying. Changes in school. organiza- 
tion, however, should be brought about with 
the understanding and cooperation of the rural 
people themselves. One of the most important 
duties of a district superintendent is to assume 
a leadership in educational affairs that will 
create within his district a public sentiment for 
progress in education. Undoubtedly one of the 
greatest services that you can render is to 
present to the people whom you serve, indi- 
vidually and collectively, as opportunity occurs, 
accurate information about their schools. When 
the people in your district know the facts, I 
am sure that you will find that they will not 
be satisfied with inadequate school facilities for 
the children of the community. 

To continue to make progress in solving the 
problems presented in the field of rural educa- 
tion, we must have the cooperation of all the 
elements involved in the rural school organiza- 
tion, namely, the Department of Education, its 
district superintendents of schools, all school 
district officers, and the people themselves. No 
one can do more to bring about this unanimity 
of purpose and effort than the district super- 
intendents. 


Helen E. Lucas, for 26 years director of 
art education in the Rochester public schools, 
died on July 3lst after a long illness. She 
retired last fall because of ill health after serv- 
ing 45 years in the Rochester schools where 
her work won nationwide fame and the affec- 
tion of all who came under her instruction and 


supervision. 
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Local History of New York State 
The Battle of Long Island 
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took part in the capture of 


General Howe 
the 


Bunker Hill, and was taught respect for 
Yankee musket. The proved efficiency of this 
weapon in receiving infantry charges lent 
caution to his movements 
the American fortifications on Long Island. 


forenoon of August 22, 1776, he landed 


for the reduction of 
In 


the 
15,000 British and Hessians at Gravesend Bay, 


and on the 25th came some 5000 Hessians 


under General von  Heister. 
forward toward Flatbush 


Troops were 
pushed The 23d 


was marked by sharp skirmishing between 
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The 26th saw arrangements for 
a flanking 
left of the 


at that point. 
frontal attacks, intended to disguise 


movement by way of passes on the 


American line. This attempt at flanking was 


the heart of Howe's Strategy in that battle. 

On the morning of the 27th General James 
against the Ameri- 
Stirling 


skirmish 


Grant conducted an advance 


can right wing, where General Lord 


was in command A two _ hours’ 


developed into an engagement of some impor- 


tance extending from Gowanus Bay eastward 
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to the neighborhood of the ground now occu- 
pied by Greenwood Cemetery. A cannonade 
had been opened against the American center 
on the Flatbush hills by von Heister; and by 
means of this he held the attention of General 
Sullivan while General Howe's major operation 
was proceeding. 

Three of the passes on the American left 
were defended, about 800 men being posted at 
each. A fourth defile, known as the Jamaica 


pass, was almost unguarded. Toward this 
point 10,000 troops, under Generals Clinton, 
Cornwallis and Percy, guided by Tory residents 
of the island, marched from Flatlands at about 
9 o'clock on the evening of the 26th, and in 
six hours had reached the pass. Thus, while 
the Americans were contending with the foe 
at their front, a large part of the invading 
army had penetrated to their rear. 

An army attacked in front and rear by a 
force greatly superior invites admiration by 
warding off destruction; and, if it be composed 
of raw material, arrayed against experienced 
soldiers capably officered, the escape of any 
large portion from capture or slaughter must 
be due to splendid conduct of commanders 
and men. 

Routed here, resisting there, assailed by 
British fire on one side, by Hessian bayonets 
on the other, refusing quarter in many in- 
stances, dying singly or in squads, struggling 
through creek and morass, leaving two gen- 
erals, Sullivan and Stirling, and more than a 
thousand subordinate officers and privates in 
the enemy’s hands and an unknown number of 
dead and wounded on the ground, the patriots 
could still gather in their forts and trenches 
in sufficient strength and spirit to make the vic- 
tors halt before charging their positions. 
Especial honor has been given to Smallwood’s 
Maryland regiment, whose total loss was 259. 
The British general reported his losses as 367. 

General Putnam, who took command of the 
7000 American troops on Long Island two days 
before the battle, has been severely and elabo- 
rately censured for failure to occupy the 
Jamaica pass. How many hours he could have 
held this post and blocked assaults along an 
extensive wooded front with the slender bat- 
talions actually engaged is a matter for calcu- 
lation which yields little profit. 


or 


After more than 50 years of service in the 
public schools of Troy, Clara E. Wight has 
retired. She began teaching in 1874. 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Literacy Test Law Material 
Is Sent to Superintendents 

Supplies for use in carrying out the provi- 
sions of the literacy test law for new voters are 
being sent out to all superintendents of schools 
by the State Department of Education. These 
supplies consist of Regents literacy tests, scor- 
ing keys, certificates of literacy, bulletins ex- 
plaining the regulations and directions govern- 
ing the issuance of certificates of literacy and 
the administration of the literacy law, and vari- 
ous report forms. Superintendents are again 
reminded that unless there are changes in the 
Regents rules or in the legal requirements, the 
bulletin will not be issued annually as in the 
past, but should be retained by all superintend- 
ents for redistribution each year to the exam- 
iners under their jurisdiction. 

The 1925 Election Law issued by the Secre- 
tary of State was sent to each superintendent 
of schools by that office last year. In as much 
as there has been no change in the literacy 
requirement for new voters, the 1926 Election 
Law will not be sent by the Secretary of State 
to the superintendents this year. To all super- 
intendents, however, who have assumed office 
subsequent to the 1925 general state election, a 
copy of the 1926 election law issued by the 
Secretary of State has been sent by the Depart- 
ment of Education. 

Inquiries regarding the law and its admin- 
istration should be sent to Alfred E. Rejall, 
State Department of Education. Superinten- 
dents are especially requested to make sure that 
examiners appointed by them thoroughly famil- 
iarize themselves with the provisions for carry- 
ing out the law and information as given in 
the explanatory bulletin. Superintendents are 
likewise urged to give widest possible publicity 
to the days, times of day and schools designated 
by them for the issuance of certificates of 
literacy and particularly to advise election in- 
spectors on this matter. 


Geographic News Bulletins 
Will Be Sent to Teachers 
The National Geographic Society has an- 
nounced that it is continuing to send teachers 
the weekly illustrated Geographic News Bul- 
letins without charge other than 25 cents to 
cover mailing costs for the 30 issues. Those 
who wish the bulletins are requested to notify 
the society’s offices in Washington, D. C., early 
in the school year. 
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Commissioner Upheld in Brookhaven Case 


A decision of importance to the New York 
State school system was recently rendered by 
the Court of Appeals in the matter of Union 
‘ree School District no. 2 of the town of 
Brookhaven, Suffolk county. It was held by 
the court that the Commissioner of Education 
has power to direct a board of education to 
provide by the levy of a tax funds for the 
transportation of children of school age living 
so remote from the school building in the dis- 
trict that they can not otherwise attend school 
and that where there has been failure to com- 
ply with the order of the Commissioner he may 
order the treasurer of the county in which the 
district is located to withhold the public moneys 
apportioned to the district 

The case arose on an order cf certiorari to 
review the decision and order of the Commis- 
sioner of Education upon the appeal of Sadi 
B. Hawkins, a resident taxpayer of Union Free 
School District no. 2 of the town of Brook- 
haven. The appeal was from the refusal of the 
district meeting and of the board of education 
to provide transportation for the child of the 
appellant and other children living within th 
immediate vicinity of her residence. The facts 
established on the appeal show that Mrs 
Hawkins lived three miles from the schoolhouse 
in that portion of a consolidated district that 
had formerly been dissolved and annexed to 
the central school district. It further ap- 


peared that she was unable to provide trans- 


portation for her child and that the parents of 
the other children were similarly situated. The 
distance being too great for the children to 
walk, there was no way in which they could 
get to school unless transportation was fur- 
nished by the district 

The Commissioner held that the district was 
required under such circumstances to furnish 
transportation and issued his order accordingly 
The Court of Appeals of this State has sus- 
tained the action of the Commissioner. In the 
opinion written by Mr Justice McLaughlin 
attention is called to the constitutional pro- 
vision that the “ Legislature shall provide for 
the maintenance and support of a system of 
free common schools wherein all the children 
of this State may be educated.” 

The Court says: 

The Education Law was enacted to the end 
that this constitutional provision might be fully 
and fairly carried out. Such law can not be 
complied with unless means are furnished for 
transporting the children mentioned in the peti- 


tion to and from the school building. Under 
such circumstances, the Education Law pro- 
vides that the Commissioner has the power to 
compel a board of education to act, the district 
meeting having previously refused to do so. 


New Lantern Slides Announced 
by Visual Instruction Division 


The Visual Instruction Division has an- 
nounced 112 slides on the Yellowstone National 
Park These are listed in Study 55, which 
contains full notes The pictures represent 
extinct volcanoes, geysers, hot springs, terraces, 
canyons, waterfalls, lakes, streams, rapids, pet- 
rified forests, mountains and tourists accom- 
modations. The slides are among the most 
attractive prepared by the Division 

List 58 on Austria, 100 titles, and List 44 on 
Italy, 867 titles, will be available soon. 

The loans of the Division for past year ex- 
ceeded the previous highest record by 85,238. 

Applications for registry for long time loans 
for the current year have come in earlier than 
usual and schedules of topics to be studied are 
much more carefully prepared 


Examination Dates 
Announced for 1926-27 


The Examinations and Inspections Division 
has announced the following dates for examina- 
tions to be held in 1926-27: 

Cornell scholarship, June 4th 

Academic examinations, January 17th-21st; 
June 13th-17th; August 24th (registered sum- 
mer high schools only); September 12th—14th 
(not held for the schools ) 

Training class examinations, 
2lst; June 13th—-17th, beginning on Monday 


January 17th- 


afternoon of each week indicated 

Examinations for renewal of college graduate 
certificate limited, May 23d—24th in connection 
with the professional licensing examinations in 
Albany, Buffalo, New York and Syracuse; 
August 15th-16th at the various colleges in the 
State where summer courses are conducted 

Examinations for supervision of courses in 
agriculture and teaching of the same in con- 
nection with June Regents examinations on 
application of candidates 

Examinations for approval of oral work in 
French, German and Spanish, October 29, 1926, 
and March 18, 1927, at schools from which 


applications are received 








Jeanette Simpson, a teacher for 46 years in 


the Watertown public schools, has retired. 


The commencement exercises of the Locust 
Valley Public School were in the form of a 
pageant, “ The Children of Old Glory.” 


Friends and former pupils of Mary A. New, 
principal of School 3, Rensselaer, paid tribute 
to her at a meeting in May on the fiftieth 
anniversary of her school teaching service. 


Lamont TF. Hodge, superintendent of the 
Yonkers public schools, was granted the honor- 
ary degree of doctor of pedagogy at the com- 
mencement exercises of Colgate University. 


The honorary degree of master of arts was 
conferred on Calvert K. Mellen, principal of 
Lafayette High School, Buffalo, at the com- 
mencement exercises of Middlebury College. 


Appreciation of their “50 and more years of 
faithful and efficient service in the public schools 
of the city of Newburgh,” was expressed by the 
board of education upon the retirement in June 
of Elsie B. Scott and Jane A. Carmichael. 


A public school radio auditorium where the 
public may listen to programs of great interest 
is authorized in the budget of the New York 
City board of education. The assembly hall of 
the Washington Irving High School will be 
used for these gatherings. 


The Department has been requested to 
announce that the fourth Friday in September 
is quite generally observed as American Indian 
Day to honor the American Indian and to 
show appreciation of the part he has played 
in our history. The project is sponsored by 


the American Indian Association. 
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Notes from the Field 





Zena R. Travis, superintendent of schools of 
the fourth district of Delaware county, has been 
elected president of the Delaware-Otsego-Scho- 
harie Association of District Superintendents of 
Schools. 

Interesting addresses and discussions by mem- 
bers of the St Lawrence University summer 
school faculty and by New York State school- 
men and women featured the annual superin- 
tendents’ week program of the university from 
July 13th to 16th. 


\ppreciation of the long and efficient service 
of Oscar E. Coburn was expressed by the 
Mount Vernon board of education upon his 
retirement in June as principal of the William 
Penn School, of which he had been the head 
for 28 years. Before going to Mount Vernon 
he taught in Kinderhook and Saratoga Springs. 


Public school teachers and members of the 
board of education honored Edward Hayward 
on June Ist at a dinner in honor of his comple- 
tion of 25 years as superintendent of the Cohoes 
schools. The guest of honor was presented 


with a traveling bag. 


Herman C. DeGroat, for 46 years a member 
of the Buffalo school system, retired as princi- 
pal of Public School 31 at the end of the past 
school year. He had spent 58 years in teaching, 
having served as principal of the Castile and 
Clarence schools before he went to Buffalo in 
1880. 


A project to purchase property across the 
street from the new Park Street School in 
Peekskill and to transform it into a park in 
memory of Dr P. W. O’Brien and George A. 
Ferguson, for many years members of the 
board of education, has been proposed by public 


spirited citizens. 
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